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The year 2020 has been one for the books. It 
is hard to even wrap my head around all of 
the different things that have occurred. Some 
of the things were bad, sure, but not all. 
There were still plenty of good things to 
come out of this year. On a personal level, 
2020 was a good year to demonstrate the 
kindness that we, as people, are able to show 
for one another and for our community. On a 
professional level, it was an amazing year to 
show our ability to adapt. The District juggled 
working from home, reviewing permits, help-
ing the agriculture community with grants, 
offering remote environmental education, 
investigating complaints, and so much more 
in the blink of an eye, without ever a falter in 
our step. While I’m undoubtedly looking for-
ward to 2021 and the dawn of a new day, I 
can’t help but look back and be proud of the 
way we have handled this year. I wish you all 
a Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year, and 
Happy Holiday. I look for-
ward to meeting face-to-
face again. Until then, may 
you and your families be 
safe and well.  

Kate Wehler. 
District Manager, Elk County 

Letter From the  
District Manager 



Who’s covering that program? 
With recent staffing changes some folks may find themselves won-

dering who is the correct contact for the various programs at the Elk 

County Conservation District . Here is a list of staff, their program    

responsibilities, and contact info. 

Kate Wehler 

District  Manager 

District Administration, Chapter 105 
Stream and Wetland Permitting, Chap-
ter 102 Erosion and Sediment Control, 
Dirt, Gravel, Low Volume Roads Pro-

gram 

kwehler@countyofelkpa.com 

Taylor Gillette 

Resource Conservation Technician 

Chapter 102 Erosion and Sediment 
Control, Environmental Education 

tgillette@countyofelkpa.com 

Evan Delong 

Watershed Technician 

Water Monitoring Program, Stream im-
provement projects, AMD Reclamation, 
Aquatic habitat improvement projects, 

Water Sampling 

edelong@countyofelkpa.com 

Ryan Grimm 

Resource Conservation Technician 

Dirt, Gravel and Low Volume Roads 
Program,  

Agriculture Activities 

rgrimm@countyofelkpa.com 

Victoria Challingsworth 

Resource Conservation Technician 

Environmental Education, West Creek 
Wetland Learning Center  

Activities, Pollinator Programs, Chapter 
105 Stream and Wetland Permitting 

vchallingsworth@countyofelkpa.com 
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Wilcox, PA — You may have noticed some ac-

tivity on the Clarion River around the Tambine 

bridge, between Johnsonburg and Wilcox, this 

fall. The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy in 

conjunction with Trout Unlimited and Seneca 

Resources worked to complete a series of struc-

tures on the section of River extending above 

the Tambine Bridge. These structures are de-

signed to improve fish habitat in the river. The 

structures also provide some added stability to 

the banks.  

Some of the structures used were root wads, 

log-vein deflectors, and mud sill cribs. These 

structures are all designed to improve overall 

stream health while not interfering with recrea-

tional uses of the stream such as kayaking and 

canoeing. 

Over-all, the project took nearly 3 weeks of in-

stream work, in addition to the planning and 

permitting. The structures were installed with 

the help of heavy equipment and lots of hands-

on effort.  

Next time you are up that way take a look at 

the structures, you may have seen similar ones 

before and not have realized what they were! 

Clarion River Fish Habitat Structures 

Before-Undercut stream bank where 

heavy erosion has occurred. 

After- Streambank has been stabilized 

and root wad deflectors have been added 

to provide habitat for aquatic species 
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Elk County, Pennsylvania— The Elk County Conservation District wants to take a 

moment to congratulate Amanda McMinn-Balon on being awarded the Outstand-

ing Woman in Agriculture Award by the Pennsylvania Farm Bureau (PFB). The 

award recognizes a woman who, through her leadership, is contributing to the 

larger agriculture community. Amanda owns Big Maple Farms Natural Therapies.  

At Big Maple Farms people can come and interact positively with horses while tak-

ing riding lessons and therapeutic riding 

Balon comes from a  family with a long 

history of farming and agriculture. Balon 

said, she is humbled to have received the 

award and dedicated it to her family, espe-

cially her grandfather, who set an example 

of community service and engagement. 

Balon’s grandfather, Ronnie, passed away 

earlier this year.  

Ronnie served on the Elk County Conservation District’s board of Directors for over  

40 years. Amanda’s father, Ray, now serves on the District’s Board of Directors as 

Farmer Director. 

Amanda serves on several committees through the PFB including their Board of Di-

rectors, and the Statewide Agriculture Promotion Committee. She is also The Elk 

County Coordinator for PFB’s Ag Literacy week ,which helps bring agriculture and 

learning into over 50 Elk County Classrooms through the 

reading of agriculture themed books. 

Congratulations Amanda!  
Keep up the amazing work and making a difference! 

Congrats to one of Elk County’s own: 

Amanda McMinn-Balon 
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During winter of 2019-20, the Elk County Conservation District’s Dirt, Gravel, and 

Low Volume Road program assessed the dirt and gravel roads in Elk County.  This as-

sessment was to delineate potential project sites within Elk County that showed 

signs of sediment pollution to our waterways from dirt and gravel roads.  Historical-

ly, Elk County never had a survey this thorough or extensive.  The data we had previ-

ously was primarily from volunteers with Trout Unlimited, and only related to areas 

of specific interest.  Before conducting the assessment, Elk County had recorded 

40.7 miles of potential project sites and 193 miles of unpaved roads.  After the as-

sessment, those numbers rose to 103.8 miles of potential project sites and 199 

miles of unpaved. The increase in project area has resulted in an increase in funding 

for the DGLVR Program of nearly $70,000. Those funds will be used to improve dirt, 

gravel, and low volume roads across the County and minimize sediment pollution. 

Jackson Road Resurfacing 
St.Marys, PA- One example of how Dirt 

and Gravel money has been used is the 

surfacing of Jackson Road in the City of 

St. Marys. The DGLVR program has 

provided funding for 3 separate sec-

tions of Jackson road to be rehabbed. 

The City of St. Marys applied for Dirt 

and Gravel funding to restore Jackson 

Road due to poor drainage. This was 

leading to pot holes and loss of road 

materials during rain events.  The Elk 

County Conservation District’s DGLVR 

program granted $28,507.60 in 2020 

towards the project.  Due to a rise in cost of stone we approved an amendment for an addi-

tional $2,850.76 to complete the project.  In total, 5 new cross pipes were installed, 1,160 

tons of road fill was added, and 764.17 tons of driving surface aggregate (DSA) was placed.    

Dirt, Gravel, and Low Volume  

Road Assessment 
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The Boxes were stacked in the Recycling Center with care… 

 

 

 

 

St. Marys, PA— This year the Elk County Conservation District and the 

Elk County Community Recycling Center partnered to create the 12 

Crafts of Christmas. This project utilized recycled materials from the 

Recycling Center to complete 12 different crafts!  

30 kits, containing enough materials for 3 of most crafts, were put to-

gether. Community members were able to pick up a craft kit at the 

Recycling Center on Wednesday December 2nd. Pick-up was drive 

through and contactless, making it easy and 

safe for everyone! The project was a hit, and 

all 30 kits were picked up by local families.  

You can see some of the completed crafts by 

visiting our Facebook page Elk County (PA) 

Conservation District. We hope the kits 

were enjoyed and brought a bit of Christmas 

cheer into the homes of Elk County resi-

dents! 

The 12 Crafts of Christmas 
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The Elk County Conservation District recently received a grant from the Elk County Community 

Foundation, this grant was to purchase Hydroponic garden systems and perform educational 

programming for the community. Hydroponics is an agriculture technique that uses water to 

grow plants. There is no soil!  

Phase 1 of the grant is educational programming for all 7th grade 

classrooms in Elk County. So far, Elk County Catholic and St. Leo’s 

have participated in this unique opportunity and are learning about 

how hydroponics works in their classrooms!  

Phase 2 will involve a community education workshop where partici-

pants will learn about how hydroponics works, how to set it up and 

will ultimately take home a small hydroponic system (pictured right) 

to use in their own homes! Keep you eyes open for more information 

on how to sign up! 

Bringing Hydroponics Home 
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In the year 2020 the Elk County Dirt Gravel and Low Volume Roads program’s 
Buffalo Turbine was loaned out on 10 separate occasions.  The Buffalo turbine is 

a large motorized fan, imagine a giant leaf blower! Highland, Jones, Spring 
Creek, and Jay Townships used it, as well as the City of St. Marys, PA Game 

Commission, and St. Marys Sportsmen's 
Club.  To maintain interest in the Buffalo 
Turbine, we created an informative video 
explaining the benefits of using the tur-
bine and how to rent it.  You can check 
out the video on our         Facebook Elk 

County (PA) Conservation District. So far, 
the entities that have used the Buffalo 

Turbine to clean their road ditches have 
had nothing but positive feedback.   

Buffalo Turbine Use Skyrockets 



Redd Surveys and Trout Spawning  

Manufacturing Day  

This winter, the Elk County Conservation District (ECCD) worked with the Community Education 
Center of Elk and Cameron Counties (CEC) and Domtar Paper Company to educate three elemen-

tary schools on Domtar’s paper making 
process and the wastewater treatment 
process that they use. Each school was 
supplied with kits to conduct their own 

mini-waste water treatment activity. 
Students learned about each intermedi-

ate step in the wastewater treatment 
process and how water is ultimately 

discharged back into the Clarion River.  

The Elk County Conservation District assisted the Allegheny National Forest Staff to conduct redd 

surveys on Cherry Run in the South Branch Tionesta watershed. Cherry Run is serving as a control 

in a paired watershed study with Little Arnot Run to research the effects that large woody debris 

(LWD) and canopy cover have on trout breeding behavior and redds. Chop and drop will leave 

LWD in Little Arnot Run and change its canopy cover, but not in the control Cherry Run. This will 

provide interesting data which will be used to improve habitat management plans in the future.  

Trout spawning beds, called redds, are made by female trout to lay their eggs during the breeding 

season. Redds are commonly found near tail water ends of pools, which have shallow riffles to 

provide oxygen needed for the eggs to hatch. 

The streambed must also have the right sized 

gravel for a female trout to clean and shape, 

usually between 5-50 millimeters in size.  She 

uses her tail and belly to form an oval nest, 

typically one to three feet wide where the 

eggs are then placed and the eggs are ferti-

lized by males during courtship rituals. Redd 

surveys also help get an idea how much 

spawning is taking place and can identify 

stressors on a stream such as sedimentation.  
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Photo Above: Two wild brook trout actively spawning  

on a redd. 



A partnership of northcentral PA Conservation Districts holds an annual coopera-

tive workshop for forest industry professionals. The popular full day workshop in-

cludes best management practices for timber operations; regulatory information 

and updates; permitting needs; other current environmental considerations; and 

a field portion to look at real-life BMP scenarios and challenges. For 2020, it was 

decided to move the workshop to the virtual platform, with the support and assis-

tance of Penn State Extension and the PA Sustainable Forestry Initiative.  

These partners are active in planning and presenting annual in-person workshops 

as well, and this year Penn State Extension offered to host the webinar. The four-

hour webinar workshop had 119 participants, well exceeding normal attendance 

for the in-person event. The webinar was offered to anyone in PA, and beyond, at 

no cost. Participants were eligible for SFI professional credits for a small fee. Elk 

County Conservation District was scheduled to host the workshop in 2020, and 

served as the general coordinator for the virtual event.   

Presenters and behind the scenes help from Cameron, Elk, McKean and Potter 

County joined Chuck Coup from PA SFI, Tom McMann of the PA Fish & Boat Com-

mission, and Landvest, Inc., 

who showed a representative 

timber harvest on a property 

they manage.  The webinar 

was a success and provided a 

great alternative format to 

reach a larger audience. 

Erosion Control in Our Forests: 

A Cooperative Workshop Webinar 
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The Elk County Community Recycling Center is located at: 

850 Washington Street 

St. Marys 15857 

Ph.: (814) 776-5373 

Hours of Operation: 

Monday: 10-2              Wednesday: 12-7              Friday: 10-2   

Hard and Soft 

Cover Books 

People are always amazed to find what a large and diverse number of 
items the Elk County Community Recycling Center takes for recycling. With 

such a wide variety, aside from the traditionally thought of plastics and 
aluminum, we want to feature an item each edition to educate our com-

munity about all the incredible services available to them! 

Yeah, We Recycle That! 
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Books of all kinds are just one of the many items the Elk County  
Community Recycling Center accepts. If you have a pile of books taking 

up space in a corner or closet you can bring them in to be recycled.  
Recycling services are free to Elk County residents, but donations are  

always appreciated to help ensure the continuation of these great  
services! 



Elk County Conservation District  

Elk County Community Recycling Center  

850 Washington Street  

Saint Marys, PA 15857 

(814) 776-5373 

Staff 

Kate Wehler, CPESC —District Manager  

Ryan Grimm—Resource Conservation 

Technician  

Taylor Gillette—Resource Conservation 

Technician  

Victoria Challingsworth—Resource  

Conservation Technician  

Evan DeLong —Watershed Technician  

David Stubber—Solid Waste Enforcement  

Diane Myers—Secretary  

Directors 

Russ Braun- Chairman  

Mike Hovatter- Vice-Chairman  

Joe Daghir- Commissioner  

Ray McMinn- Farmer Director  

Andy Sorg- Farmer Director  

Joe Labant- Public Director  

Chris Smith– Public Director  

Jerry Olson– Associate Director  

Jim McCluskey- Associate Director  

 

Follow us on Facebook at: 

Elk County (PA) Conservation District 


