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Who’s covering that program? 
With recent staffing changes some folks may find themselves wonder-

ing who is the correct contact for the various programs at the Elk 

County Conservation District . Here is a list of staff, their program    

responsibilities, and contact info. 

Kate Wehler 

District  Manager 

District Administration, Chapter 
105 Stream and Wetland Per-

mitting, Chapter 102 Erosion and 
Sediment Control, Dirt, Gravel, Low 

Volume Roads Program 

kwehler@countyofelkpa.com 

Taylor Gillette 

Resource Conservation Technician 

Chapter 102 Erosion and Sediment 
Control, Environmental Education 

tgillette@countyofelkpa.com 

Evan Delong 

Watershed Technician 

Water Monitoring Program, 
Stream improvement projects, 

AMD Reclamation, Aquatic habitat 
improvement projects, Water 

 Sampling 

edelong@countyofelkpa.com 

Ryan Grimm 

Resource Conservation Technician 

Chapter 105 Stream and Wetland 
Permitting, Dirt, Gravel and Low 

Volume Roads Program,  

Agriculture Activities 

rgrimm@countyofelkpa.com 

Victoria Challingsworth 

Resource Conservation Technician 

Environmental Education, West 
Creek Wetland Learning Center  

Activities, Pollinator Programs, Dirt 
Gravel and Low Volume Road 

 Program 

vchallingsworth@countyofelkpa.com 
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Teeing Up for  

Conservation 

St. Marys, PA– September 12th dawned crisp and sunny, the perfect day for golf, as the Elk County 
Conservation District hosted their first ever Conservation Cup golf tournament at the Bavarian Hills 
Golf Course. This tournament was designed with conservation in mind. All the proceeds from the 
event will be put toward environmental education and the Elk County Conservation District Scholar-
ship. 

8 teams participated in the first-ever Conservation Cup. The teams played 18 holes of golf, enjoyed 
a light lunch and a delicious steak diner. Prizes were awarded for 1st and 2nd place, as well as vari-
ous skill prizes. The Conservation Cup would like to thank our wonderful sponsors who made this 
event possible. Thank you to, Dellullo Trucking, Domtar, General Motors, St. Marys Legion, Pepsi, RJ 
Vollmer, S&T Excavating, Seneca Resources, St. Marys Insurance, Wildwoods, and St. Marys Bever-
age. 

Thank you to all the participants, volunteers, sponsors and of course, Bavarian Hills Golf Course for 
making this event possible and congrats to the winning team! 

Winning Teams: 
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1st Place 
Justin Quiggle 
Seth Peterson 
Ryan Marshall 
Cole Peterson 

2nd Place 
Scott Mertz 
Cam Resch 

Kenny Haupricht 
Sam Miller 

Have you seen the signs? 

Bavarian Hills Golf Course Has several new 

educational signs throughout the course 

that provide information about important 

environmental topics like Wetlands, Acid 

Mine Drainage and more! You’ll want to 

check these signs out “Fore” sure! 



Elk County  

Upstream Art Project 
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Elk County, PA—The Elk County Conserva-

tion District (ECCD) was awarded a grant 

through the Elk County Council of the Arts 

(ECCOTA) and PA Partners in the Arts (PPA) 

for our Elk County Upstream Art project in 

2019. The grant includes completion of 4 

storm drain murals across Elk County. 

These murals were painted on storm drain 

inlets by Elk County artists, Liz Dippold of 

Country Chic Studio and Mickayla Poland of 

PA Made. The goal is to help raise aware-

ness about storm water and where it goes. 

Did you know most storm water is drained 

directly to nearby streams and rivers? This 

opens our waterways up to sediment pollu-

tion, thermal pollution, and pollution from 

any trash that is washed down! 

Above- Artist, Liz Dippold, works on her Ridgway 

mural as onlookers inquire about the project and are 

educated by Conservation District staff about storm-

water effects 

Above–Watershed Technician, Evan Delong, prepares the 

Johnsonburg storm drain for painting 



Want to check out these murals? You can 
find them at these locations: 

St. Marys – In front of 294 Depot Street 

Johnsonburg – Corner of Market Street and 
Spruce Street 

Ridgway - Corner of South Mill Street and 
Main Street 

Ridgway - Corner of Court street and Main 
Street  

Artist Mickayla Poland beside her 

completed mural on Depot Street 

in  Saint Marys . 

Artist Liz Dippold’s Mural 

in front of the community 

Center in Johnsonburg. 

Artist Mickayla Po-

land with her mural 

in front of Joey’s 

Bakery in Ridgway. 

To make these wonderful creations last as long as possible, concrete specific paints and a con-

crete sealer were used. Thank you to Sherwin Williams for providing a generous discount on 

paint and supplies, as well as the unparalleled product advice. Here’s to many more years of 

looking at these masterpieces! 
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Ways to Winter Prep 

Fall is an amazing season full of fun family activi-

ties, vibrant holidays, and beautiful changes in 

nature.  As the season wears on, it becomes 

time to start thinking about wrapping up out-

door activities and preparing for the inevitable 

cold weather to come. 

As Sumer winds down, so does grass cutting sea-

son and it’s time to prepare mowers for storage 

and get snow blowers primed for when the snow 

flies. There are some steps we can take to ensure 

they are working their best! Consider adding a fuel 

stabilizer to what is left in the tank and running it 

for a few minutes prior to storing your mower for 

the winter. This will make it easier to start next 

year.  Before busting out your snow blower for its 

first use, consider an oil change and overall check-

up to ensure everything is working properly! It is 

easier to work on it now rather than when it is 25°F 

out! 

Another way we can make an impact is by man-

aging our lawn waste effectively! Rather than 

sweeping leaves and clippings into the street to 

be picked up, they can be composted to make a 

nutrient rich fertilizer for next years garden. Pre-

venting them from washing into storm drains 

and streams is a great way to improve stream 

health. Grass is high in nitrogen and algae is 

abundant on leaves, which can use up valuable 

oxygen fish need to survive. 
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With the fading of the summer warmth, re-

turns the cool nights of fall and soon the cold 

days of winter. It’s time to consider prepping 

your furnace for its first run of the season.  

It’s wise to test it out, so you aren’t caught 

out in the cold, if it doesn’t work, on that 

first frigid night! 

One thing to check is your air supply vents 

and flues for blockages such as wasp nests 

that may have been built over the summer.  

You may also consider replacing  your air fil-

ter to reduce the amount of dust and aller-

gens cycling through your home. 

Another thing to keep in mind is that 

many cleaners, paints, sealers and oth-

er chemicals will not work as expected 

if they are allowed to freeze. If you 

have an uninsulated garage or shed, 

fall is a good time to consider bringing 

effected products into the basement 

or closet for storage, so they aren’t 

damaged during the winter. 



Trout Unlimited Technical 

Training 
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Kersey, PA – Over the summer, Trout Unlimited 

representative, Shaun McAdams and PSU Cen-

ter for Dirt Gravel and Low Volume Roads 

(DGLVR), Maria Dreese held a series of work-

shops for interested parties about the proper 

installation of stream crossings. The work-

shops covered how to assess a stream, deter-

mine ideal structure size, and how to increase 

aquatic life passage.  

 Historically, stream crossings were often 

undersized causing stream bank erosion, 

stream health decline, and structural degrada-

tion. Over the years, much has been learned 

about proper stream health and through pro-

grams like these, it is our hope that we can im-

prove stream health and reduce negative im-

pacts across the state. 
One portion of the workshop fo-

cused on longitudinal surveys. Sur-

veys of this nature help plot the 

slope of a stream and determine its 

natural rhythm. With the use of lon-

gitudinal survey we can help ensure 

that culvert design and selection are 

ideal for the stream location. This 

will help prevent structure failure in 

the future and also reduce required 

maintenance around crossings. 

Above: Several attendees are informed by Maria 
Dreese, PSU center for DGLVR Roads, about prop-
er installation of cover material in culvert pipes 
during a site visit. 

Above: Attendees discuss proper culvert installation to 

maximize stream health 



After the scrubbing and rinsing was completed, 

ECCD staff readied their paint brushes and rollers 

and got to work applying a deck and dock sealer. 

The product is designed for the damp conditions 

that the deck sits in, and will ideally increase the 

longevity of the deck.  

After application, the deck looks like a whole new 

place, as you can see from the photographs 

(left). The walkway still needs scrubbed and 

painted, but that is a project for another day! If 

you are interested in participating in volunteer 

work at the West Creek Wetlands Contact Victo-

ria at vchallingsworth@countyofelkpa.com.  

St Marys, PA– The Elk County Conservation District 

(ECCD) staff took the day of August 21st to com-

plete some much needed maintenance at the 

West Creek Wetland Learning Center.  

Out at the wetland facility there is a walkway and 

viewing deck that extends into the wetlands. Over 

time, some of the boards had grown weak and the 

deck was beginning to show its age. After replacing 

any damaged boards, the staff scrubbed the deck 

to remove algae, moss and dirt that had built up.  

 

Above: A before and after photo of scrubbing 

the railing of the wetland deck 

Before 

After 

Before 

After 
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Hunter Creek Installation:  

Improving Dirt and Gravel Roads In 

Elk County 

Highland, Pa— If you were riding around in the Allegheny National Forest 

in August you may have noticed that a portion of Owl’s Nest Road was 

closed. The closure was due to the installation of a new culvert on Hunter 

Creek. This structure previously included 2 small, round, pipes which 

caused a major barrier for aquatic life, water, and debris. The culvert that 

replaced the former structure is  7.5 ft. high, 11 ft wide, and 42 ft long. A 

larger size allows for high waters to move through the pipe without being 

constricted. It also lets sediment and debris move through the system in a 

more natural manner.  

Typically, when a stream is constricted, it begins to form an hourglass 

shape around the structure. The upstream side of the structure gets wid-

ened because the water slows down and has a swirling whirlpool effect. 

The downstream side gets over widened because the structure acts like a 

firehose and shoots the water out. There are a variety of negative impacts 

this has on a stream system. By installing a larger pipe, we can help im-

prove stream health.This project was partially funded through the Dirt 

Gravel and Low Volume Roads Program and coordinated through the 

efforts of Highland Township, Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, and the 

Allegheny National Forest. 
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Above: Workers from the Elk County Conservation District, Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, US Forest Service, Highland  

Township and other volunteers, work together to place material in the new culvert to create ideal aquatic passageways.  



Assessing Gill Lice in Elk 

County Waterbodies 
Earlier this month, Conservation District 

staff were able to assist the PA Fish and 

Boat Commission with a gill lice survey.  Gill 

lice are small parasites that attach to the 

gill. The species is very host specific, mean-

ing it will only attach to certain fish species, 

in this case brook trout. While not directly 

linked to fish mortality, gill lice have been 

shown to increase stress on the fish and 

slow their breathing. This in turn limits their 

oxygen intake.   

Gill lice were first reported in PA in the 

1980s and the numbers being noted and 

reported has only increased since then.  

While out with the PA Fish and Boat Com-

mission, our staff were able to see several 

examples of gill lice found on the fish they 

had electroshocked. Electroshocking stuns 

the fish long enough for them to be netted, 

identified, and measured, then released 

back into the stream without being harmed. 

Gill Lice are still being monitored, studied, 

and surveyed. The hope is to learn more 

about their spread and identify what water-

bodies have already become infested so we 

can prevent further infestations.  

Above: Surveyors find gill lice (indicated by circle) on 

the gills of a young native brook trout. 

Below:  Fish are placed on the board to be measured, 

recorded, checked for gill lice and then are released. 
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The Elk County Community Recycling Center is located at: 

850 Washington Street 

St. Marys 15857 

Ph.: (814) 776-5373 

Hours of Operation: 

Monday: 10-2              Wednesday: 12-7              Friday: 10-2   

Computers 

Monitors 

Televisions 

People are always amazed to find what a large and diverse number of items the Elk 
County Community Recycling Center takes for recycling. With such a wide variety, 

aside from the traditionally thought of plastics and aluminum, we want to feature an 
item each edition to educate our community about all the incredible services  

available to them! 

Yeah, We Recycle That! 
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Computers, Televisions, and Monitors are just a few of the electronics the Elk County 

Community Recycling Center accepts. If you have a few of these taking up space in a 

corner or closet you can bring them in to be recycled. Recycling services are free to Elk 

County residents, but donations are always appreciated to help ensure the continua-

tion of these great services! 



Elk County Conservation District  

Elk County Recycling Center  

850 Washington Street  

Saint Marys, PA 15857 

Follow us on Facebook!  

Elk County (PA) Conservation District  

Staff 

Kate Wehler, CPESC —District Manager  

Ryan Grimm—Resource Conservation 

Technician  

Taylor Gillette—Resource Conservation 

Technician  

Victoria Challingsworth—Resource Con-

servation Technician  

Evan DeLong —Watershed Technician  

David Stubber—Solid Waste Enforcement  

Diane Myers—Secretary  

Directors 

Russ Braun- Chairman  

Mike Hovatter- Vice-Chairman  

Joe Daghir- Commissioner  

Ray McMinn- Farmer Director  

Andy Sorg- Farmer Director  

Joe Labant- Public Director  

Chris Smith– Public Director  

Jerry Olsen– Associate Director  

Jim McCluskey- Associate Director  

Ron McMinn- Director Emeritus 


