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Inside this Issue: 
Summer is here. The season of warm days, sunshine, pool par-

ties and fireworks.  Many things come to mind when we thing 

of the lengthy days of summer, but summer is also the season 

of the pop-up thunderstorm. Such storms can drop large sums 

of water in a short amount of time, and can cause flooding 

and property damage. This occurs because these storms drop 

so much water so quickly there is not ample time for the wa-

ter to infiltrate into the soil. Infiltration is the ability of our 

landscape to absorb water and filter it naturally. In these rapid 

rainfall events most of the water runs off, rather than being 

absorbed, because it is simply coming down to fast.  

This water can have many negative impacts on our landscape 

and nearby waterways. Stormwater is typically very warm. 

Think of blacktop, scorching hot from the summer sun, as 

stormwater flows across it, the water heats up and is very 

warm when it enters nearby waterbodies. Water temperature 

is crucial for aquatic life. Many fish species, like trout, require 

cold water environments to thrive and temperature increases 

can cause fish kills. 

The runoff of stormwater, without natural infiltration, causes 

pollution to waterways as well. All of the sediment, debris, 

garbage, as well as road chemicals, oils, and antifreeze are 

picked up by the water and deposited directly into our water-

bodies, further declining stream health. 

While all this sounds intimidating and scary, there are things 

we can do! This issue of the bugle is going to pay special atten-

tion to our water health and talk about some projects for wa-

ter improvement taking place across our county! 

The Season of Summer 



Who’s covering that program? 
With recent staffing changes some folks may find themselves wonder-

ing who is the correct contact for the various programs at the Elk 

County Conservation District . Here is a list of staff, their program    

responsibilities, and contact info. 

Kate Wehler 

District  Manager 

District Administration, Chapter 
105 Stream and Wetland Per-

mitting, Chapter 102 Erosion and 
Sediment Control, Dirt, Gravel, 

Low Volume Roads Program 

kwehler@countyofelkpa.com 

Taylor Gillette 

Resource Conservation Technician 

Chapter 102 Erosion and Sediment 
Control, Environmental Education 

tgillette@countyofelkpa.com 

Evan Delong 

Watershed Technician 

Water Monitoring Program, 
Stream improvement projects, 

AMD Reclamation, Aquatic  habitat 
improvement projects, Water 

 Sampling 

edelong@countyofelkpa.com 

Ryan Grimm 

Resource Conservation Technician 

Chapter 105 Stream and Wetland 
Permitting, Dirt, Gravel and Low 

Volume Roads Program,  

Agriculture Activities 

rgrimm@countyofelkpa.com 

Victoria Challingsworth 

Resource Conservation Technician 

Environmental Education, West 
Creek Wetland Learning Center  

Activities, Pollinator Programs, Dirt 
Gravel and Low Volume Road 

 Program 

vchallingsworth@countyofelkpa.com 

 



Another Successful 

Rain Barrel Workshop 
Saint Marys, PA- The Elk County Conservation District 

hosts informational workshops annually for our Elk 

County community and this year was no exception! 

The Conservation District held their Rain Barrel on 

June 30th. This year the workshop was held as a 

webinar due to Covid-19 concerns but that didn’t 

stop our community from participating in this years 

event. The event filled quickly and we were able to 

provide participants with a valuable lesson about the 

impacts of stormwater and reducing runoff. Partici-

pants took home a free rain barrel and diverter kit to 

begin making positive changes at their homes and in 

our local community. 

Stormwater Fast Facts: 

1.) Flooding is the #1 natural disas-

ter in the world 

2.) The average roof produces 480 

gallons of water during a 1 inch 

storm event. 

3.) 40% of all household water use 

in the summer is used for watering 

lawns and gardens. 

4.) Flooding and stormwater dam-

ages not only property but trans-

ports pollutants and negatively 

affects aquatic ecosystem health. 
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100 Years of State Game Lands 25 

The first of its kind 

Glen Hazel, PA- Elk County is full of hidden treasures and historical 

places, one of which is State Game Lands 25.  In 1920, 6,288 

acres were purchased by the Pennsylvania Game Commission, 

with funds from hunting license fees, and that land became our 

first State Game Lands.  In the early 1900s, with our forests deci-

mated by the logging, mining, and tanning industries, there was 

little suitable habitat left for Pennsylvania wildlife and many spe-

cies were in decline or extirpated from the state. The purchase 

of  the first game lands was spearheaded by John M. Philips 

(pictured below with his wife Harriet). John was extremely con-

cerned about the status of our native wildlife. Through his 

efforts and petitioning to the board of commissioners, John Phil-

lips was able to facilitate the establishment the game land sys-

 Now consisting of 24,117 acres, State Game lands 25 is an area of rough wooded terrain , 

full of tapered valleys, and hidden hollows which provide habitat for an array of Pennsylva-

nia species. While Game Lands 25 may have been the first, it is certainly isn’t the only. The 

Pennsylvania Game Commission manages over 1.5  million acres of game lands.  

Their work ensures adequate habitat 

and resources for all the birds and 

mammals in Pennsylvania. From the 

tiniest warbler to the mighty black 

bear, the Pennsylvania Game Com-

mission's role enables the healthy 

survival of our vital species. Their 

work is possible through the contin-

ued support from sportsmen and 

sportswomen in Pennsylvania for the 

last 100 years. 
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John Phillips and his wife Harriet before Game Lands 25 com-

memorative stone 



Working on Water Quality 

with Western Pennsylvania 

Conservancy 
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The 100 year anniversary of Game Lands 25 in 

Elk County isn't the only thing happening in 

our area. The Western Pennsylvania Conserv-

ancy is currently working on a large woody 

debris project in the area.  

This project is part of a grant though the 

Coldwater Heritage Partnership that The 

Western Pennsylvania Conservancy (WPC) re-

ceived to improve aquatic ecosystems in the 

Middle Fork Watershed located in Game 

Lands 25.  

Projects of this style are designed to improve 

aquatic health for fish, amphibians, macro-

invertebrates and micro-invertebrates.  

Structures, such as the one shown to 

the left, improve nutrient cycling in 

the watershed and improve overall 

stream health. The structures are 

constructed by felling trees and mov-

ing them into place using a manual 

winch. For more information on this 

project, check out the educational 

video linked below! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=RBGRJyETh7U&feature=youtu.be  

Shown above ECCD Watershed Technician, Evan 

DeLong , works a log into place. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBGRJyETh7U&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBGRJyETh7U&feature=youtu.be


Maintaining Sustainable Forests 

The Conservation Districts across the State play important roles in the effectiveness of 

many environmental programs. One such program is sustainable logging and timber 

harvesting practices. Logging is an important industry in our region but can have envi-

ronmental impacts. Because of this, the Elk County Conservation District (ECCD) works 

with regional loggers to help them utilize Best Management Practices (BMPs) to mini-

mize impacts. 

Common BMPs 

Rock Construction Entrance– Rock Con-

struction entrances are a common BMP 

used in logging sites to mitigate mud 

and debris that would typically be 

tracked out onto nearby roadways by 

log trucks and equipment. 

Compost Filter Sock– Compost Filter 

Sock is designed to prevent runoff 

from carrying sediment out of dis-

turbed areas. The sock slows water, 

filters out sediment and pollutants 

and allows the clean water to pass. 

Water bar– Water bars are designed to 

prevent water from flowing down and 

eroding roadways. Periodic water bars 

divert water off the roadway and into 

the vegetated areas to minimize erosion 

impacts and increase infiltration of 

stormwater . 
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These two organizations are working to ensure that the wood fiber in products is from 

companies that are certified in SFI Fiber Sourcing Standards, comes from recycled con-

tent, or from a certified forest. When products are labelled with this logo you can know 

with confidence that the products are being provided to you in an environmentally sus-

tainable way. More everyday products than you can possibly imagine are marked with 

these labels. From paper cups, bags and boxes, to building materials and packaging, the 

SFI logo can be found on many products. If you look, you could likely find these logos on 

one or more products in your home or office right now! 

Education is crucial to the success 

of any program. The ECCD partners 

with Conservation Districts from 

McKean, Potter, Warren, Tioga, and 

Cameron Counties to host an annual 

Sustainable Forestry Initiative work-

shop. This educational opportunity 

provides credits for regional loggers 

and the opportunity to ask ques-

tions about appropriate use of 

BMPs. Typically the workshop is held 

in person but due to Covid-19 con-

cerns the Districts are working to-

gether to provide a virtual training. 

 Working With Leaders 

in the Industry 

You may have seen the Sustainable Forest 

Initiative (SFI) or Forest Stewardship 

Council (FSC) logos on paper products 

you’ve purchased in the past.  
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Conservation Districts across the state collaborate 

with these organizations to provide education for 

loggers on sustainable harvest practices. By work-

ing together we can help ensure sustainable har-

vesting methods  are used and help avoid unnec-

essary environmental impacts. 

Keep your eyes open for more information on our 2020 Virtual SFI Workshop! 



We’re Still Here! 

While things have been far from normal these past few 

months, due to Covid-19, we want you know that we’re still 

here working to protect and improve our environment and 

valuable natural resources! 
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With construction season in full swing, the staff here at the Elk County Conservation District 

have been visiting various sites around the County, ensuring the correct use of Best Manage-

ment Practices (BMPs). These BMPs, such as compost filter sock, silt fence and rock construc-

tion entrances, help prevent sediment and pollutants from polluting our natural resources. 

While out and about in the County, District staff ran across this illegal dump site (pictured 

above).  The site was being used for the illegal dumping of acid mine drainage sludge. This 

material is supposed to be taken to a treatment plant for processing, but in an effort to cut 

costs, was being dumped over a bank. Had this site not been found by the Conservation Dis-

trict it would likely have been covered, never found, and left to pollute our area for years to 

come. Instead, the responsible party is now being held accountable by the Pennsylvania De-

partment of Environmental Protection (DEP).  

Last quarter the Elk County Conservation District staff 

spent 187 hours on site inspections and 22 hours re-

sponding to complaints from concerned residents. 



Elk County Conservation District  

Elk County Recycling Center  

850 Washington Street  

Saint Marys, PA 15857 

Follow us on Facebook!  

Elk County (PA) Conservation District  

Directors 

Russ Braun- Chairman  

Mike Hovatter- Vice-Chairman  

Joe Daghir- Commissioner  

Ray McMinn- Farmer Director  

Andy Sorg- Farmer Director  

Joe Labant- Public Director  

Chris Smith– Public Director  

Jerry Olsen– Associate Director  

Jim McCluskey- Associate Director  

Ron McMinn- Director Emeritus 

Staff 

Kate Wehler, CPESC —District Manager  

Ryan Grimm—Resource Conservation 

Technician  

Taylor Gillette—Resource Conservation 

Technician  

Victoria Challingsworth—Resource Con-

servation Technician  

Evan DeLong —Watershed Technician  

David Stubber—Solid Waste Enforcement  

Diane Myers—Secretary  


